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Abstract 
At present there exists bulk of different placement tests, such as Cambridge English Placement Test or Oxford Online 
Placement Test, whose aim is to place students on the basis of their scores in the placement test into the right language 
class/course. However, most of the tests focus just on one language; in most cases it is English. Therefore, the purpose of this 
article is to discuss DIALANG - the test which can test more than one language and other skills than just grammar structures 
and vocabulary. In addition, this test is free of charge and provides students with useful advice on how to improve their 
language skills. The paper also lists advantages and disadvantages of taking this test and gives specific examples drawn on the 
test of writing.  
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1. Introduction 
At the beginning of the school year most of the language teachers have to face difficulties identifying 
in order to be able to provide them with appropriate learning materials corresponding 
to their level of English. At present there exists bulk of different free of charge placement tests, such as 
Cambridge English Placement Test or Oxford Online Placement Test (English free placement tests online), 
whose aim is to place students on the basis of their scores in the placement test into the right language 
class/course. However, these tests focus on grammar structures and vocabulary and they test only English 
language. If a foreign language teacher wants to obtain comprehensive and reliable results, s/he might use 
DIALANG, a diagnostic test which gives i more than just 
one skill and language.  
2. Dialang 
The test was developed by an expert team at the University of Lancaster and it was carried out with the 
financial support of the European Commission, Directorate-General for Education and Culture (SOCRATES 
Programme, LINGUA Action D). The test can be easily downloaded free of charge. It tests language proficiency 
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in 14 European languages: Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, German, Greek, Italian, Portuguese, 
Spanish, Swedish, Irish, Icelandic, and Norwegian. DIALANG tests more than grammatical structures and 
vocabulary. It covers the following language skills: reading, writing, listening, grammatical structures and 
vocabulary. Furthermore, DIALANG provides test instructions, controls, help pages, explanations, self- 
assessment statements, test results, feedback and advice in all 14 languages. Moreover, it is designed in 
Common European Framework of Reference  CEFR  as a basis for determining 
language proficiency. 
Its assessment procedure is quite straightforward and user friendly: 
- Firstly, the language of administration out of 14 options must be chosen and the candidate has to register. 
- Secondly, the test language is selected, again from the list of 14 European languages. 
- Thirdly, a vocabulary placement test is done on the basis of which  level of English is assessed 
(Fig.1). 
- Fourthly, the type of test is chosen, i.e. reading, listening, writing, vocabulary, or structures. In case of 
reading, listening, and writing, the candidate is also asked to do self-assessment in order to pre-estimate 
his/her ability and direct him/her to the test whose difficulty level best matches his/her ability (Fig.2). 
- Fifthly, the test is done and submitted. Each test usually consists of 30 questions. 
- Finally, the candidate receives feedback on his/her performance (Fig.3). 
All the below stated Figures (Dialang) are taken from the testing of the writing skills in order to illustrate the self-
assessment procedure, in which the candidate has to mark what he/she can do.  Moreover, writing is very 
complex and time-consuming skills for evaluating. Although the DIALANG test on the writing skills does not 
ask the candidate to do a piece of writing, it tries to check his/her ability of making a text coherent, logically 
structured, accurate, stylistically relevant and extensive in the use of vocabulary.  See Appendix 1 for possible 
writing tasks.    
Figure 1. Vocabulary Placement Test 
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Figure 2. Self-Assessment for Writing 
 
 
 
Figure 3. Feedback on Writing 
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3. Benefits and drawbacks 
There are a lot of advantages of taking the DIALANG test. Firstly, it is provided free of charge and can be 
downloaded easily. Secondly, it is an online test, which means anyone possessing the Internet connection can 
access this test any time and anywhere.  In addition, there is no time limit for passing it. Therefore, the candidates 
might not feel any pressure on completing it within a certain time limit. Thirdly, it tests a wide range of skills in 
comparison with other available online tests, which are also free of charge. Finally, the test results seem to be 
quite objective, valid and reliable and the test provides the candidates not only with feedback on his/her level of 
English (A1-C2) but also with a short report on his/her performance in the test, i.e. with useful advice on how to 
improve his/her language skills. 
As far as the drawbacks are concerned, there are some although DIALANG seems to be a perfect diagnostic 
test. Firstly, it is intended mainly for adult learners because it deals with issues that may not be appealing to 
young learners (Wikipedia). Secondly, it is an informal test, which means that it does not provide any certificate 
after its successful completion. Thirdly, if a candidate decides to assess and evaluate all the skills, which 
DIALANG offers, it might take a lot of time since one test can on average last 30 minutes. Finally, there exist 
some mistakes in the test itself, such as in writing where the instruction says: Complete the sentence by using the 
two words below, but in reality just one word is given. 
 
4. Conclusion 
Although there might not exist a perfect test for placing students in classes/groups according to their level of 
foreign la
it promotes autonomy of its takers because students might do it on their own, choose the skill which they want or 
need to be tested, decide on the time of taking it and all this they can do from the cosines of their homes. 
Moreover, the self-assessment procedure in the listening, reading and writing tests also promotes the autonomy 
descriptive scales, which are based on the CERF, give the candidate advice 
on the improvement of his/her proficiency in each of the skills.     
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Appendix 1- Questions in the writing test 
- Choose the best sentence for each gap in the following test. 
- Choose the best word for the gap in the following sentence. 
- Which word is not in the same style as the rest of text. Write that word in the box. 
- Use the dictionary definition to complete the gap in the sentence. Write one word only. The first letter of 
the word (X) has been provided. 
- Write the following words or groups of words (a, b, c) in the gaps in the text. Write one word/group in 
each gap. nevertheless, b) needless to say, c) surprisingly 
- Find the grammatical mistake in the following text and write the correct word in the box. 
 
